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THIS WEEK!'S ISSUE is a double one and includes a selection of the articles
which appeared in Briefing, the daily bulletin issued to delegates at Birg
Brighton, This selection is designed to bring out the way Briefing interv-
ened in the affairs of the conference arming the delegates with facts and
figures to back up their arguments, The selection will also illustrate the

rengths and weaknesses of its policies - with an eye to improving it next
year, Having said that the Week congratulates the socialists who did so
much hard work on this project, and we are sure that their efforts were very
much appreciated by the delgates to conference.

IMPOREZANT C.3.E MFETING

The recently formed Coventry branch of the Centre for Socialist Fducation
has asked us to publicise the following meeting:

A SCCIALIST SOLUTION FOR THE MOTOR INDUSTRY

Speakers s Jack Jones, assistant General Secretary, TGWU, and

Hugh Scanlon, Executive Cluncilman, AEU.
Both speakers in their personal capacity,

On Friday, 4th November, at 7.30 p.m.
at The Municipal Staff Canteen, Derby Lane, nff Broadgate,
Coventry,

Tickets available at 1/~ each from Mrs. Patricia Knight, 9, Ttirlmere Close,
Hawthorn Lane, Coventry., Telephone 64320,

We are sure all readers of The ieek will give whatever help they can to
ensure the success of this meeting which could hardly be more apposite,
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This Friday, the 14th of October at the Lucas firms, 245a, Grays Inn Rd.
commencing at 8,00,

The Subject: The Brighton Labour Party conference,

There will be a panel of three speakers who will =~ briefly outline their
impressions - Pat Jordan, Geoff Coggan, John Palmer,, and lots of discussion,




BRIGHTON: WILSON'S TARNISHED IMAGLE

A comparison between the Blackpool and Brighton conferences of the Labour
Party reveals British Labour's strengths and weaknesses. First, we have to
note that despite the terrible anti-working class evolution of Mr. ‘ilson
and his team since coming to power that the Brighton Labour Party conference
in essence gave the Government a vote of confidence. It is true that there
has been a small shift to the left when two major issuest incomes policy and
Vietnam are considered, Both the votes against the incomes policy and the
for disassociation from the U,S,A., on Vietnam were up. OComewhere in the
region of up to half a million votes had changed sides on these issues. If
this process continues, the platform will fisk major defeats next year and
almost certain defeat the year after; but is this the kind of perspective
we look forward too? No indeed: if this were the only feature of the situa-
tion it would be gloomy.beyond bearing. There were far more important
processes at work illustrated by comparison of these two conferences.

The most startling difference, one which this journal predicted, was that

of conference's attitude towards Mr, Wilson, At Blackpool he was king:

when he came into the conference the only people not taking pact in almost
orgaistic demonstrutions were the hard left and the TGWU delegation. This
year the platform had to work hard to get any response at all, Last year

he was the symbol of a deep feeling within the Labour movement: he had, in
the eyes of millions of Labour supporters, not merely won the eleetion of
1964 but kep Labour in power under very difficult circumstances and a tiny
najority. This year even his friends woyld recognise that it is no longer
possibly to convineingly argue that every, %%%ng is due to the 13 years of
Toryism. The excuse of the tiny majority has gone allogether. While Labour's
punlarity in the country has not been lost decisively, the majority of people
no longer regard Wilson as a super-politician.

The most important difference from the point of view of socialist stratagey
was that whilst at Blackpool the conference carried every issue with a
monotonous 2-3 million majority, this year the platform suffered defeats,
These defeats arose from two factors: firstly the extremly skilful tacties

of the TGWU; and secondly, the fact that although many delegates were prepared
to vote for the Government in general when the extremes of Government policy
were in question they voted against. Many delegates would vote for the
incomes polciy as a whole, but when the TGWU pivot ed the question around
work-sharing against deliberate sacking, the former won the day. Simil arly
although there was a huge majority for the Government's foreign policy as

a whole, when the FBU pinpointed the fact that this meant supporting US
bombing of North Vietnam, conference voted the platform down. lany things
flow from these facts but most important is that now we have some perspective
of successes. We can appeal to the militants in the factories to come into
the struggle in the Labour Party by pointing to these conference decisions,.

Lastly there was the consolidation and almost institutionalisation of the
TGWU and technical unions' as an official opposition to .ilson and his team.
Phis factor has drastically changed the situation inside the Labour movement.,
All past oppositions to the right wing have been based upon individual
socialists and/or the CLPs, It has been much easier to discipline such
opposdtion and neutrallse it, but the continued opposition of the TGWU and
other unions will bring into question the whole structure of the Labour Party.
The Week is to open its columns to a discussion on the question of how the
left can link itself to the union opposition to the Government and the special
problems this posses, Please tell us what your think,




BIG LOBBY FOR DEMOCRACY AT BRIGHTON by Geoff. Coggan

The issue of democracy in the Labour Party came forward to the very centre
discussion at this years! Brighton Conference, First, the platform showed
in its speeches that it felt very jumpy about this matter. At the pre~
conference rally, on Sunday evening, Dick Crossman went right out of his
way to outline what he thought were the democratic norms which should
govern the party., Mr. Yilson, not to be outdone, gave his peroration, in
his Tuesday speech, to the subject of the growth of democratic freedom.

From time to time other leaders made their verbal concessions to the spirit.

But it was John Palmer, the barred parliamentary candidate fre Croydon,
who, speaking at a meeting of 100 delegates on the Tuesday evening, on the
subject of party democracy, pricked this bubble, The disciplinary outrages
of Croydon and Nottingham, which were in every delegate's mind, had to be
linked, said lx, Palter, with the fact that the Government was taking
totalitarian powers against the unions, and launching an overall offensive
against traditional labour rights, In the circumstances party democracy
was bound to be a casualty.

The appeals of messrs Coates, Gregory, Yrice and Corgan against expulsion
and suspension from office, were never heard by conference. Ray Gunter,
speaking for the N,E.C., denied that they had any right to appeal., "There
are literally hundreds of these cases every year" he said in a revealing
slip., This frightening news scarcely reassured delegates, who came out of
the private session even more troubled than they had been on entering it.
Hundreds of delegates had signed an appeal that the Nottingha victims should
be heard. Very incomplete returns to hand show that over one hundred
constituency delegates wished to give a hearing to the expelled and disci, it~
ined persons, while even more trnde union delegates supported the petition.
Among those who signed were: 4 members of the Axicultural Yorkers delegates;
all three of the Seamen's delegation; 15 of the N,U.M.3; 6 of the Foundry-
workers; and members of S,0.G,A.T., N,U,R,, S5.C.E.B.T.A., and many other
bodies. fipart from the petition, which merely asked for a hearing, promises
of support for the reference back of the Organisation Report were received
from DA T.h.y the V,U.,S5., the Tobacco vorkers, and a substantial part of
the U.S.D.A.W, delegation, and members of N,U.,P.E,, the N,U.R., the A.E.U,
and other bodies,

A highlight of the conference was the Tribune rally on \/ednesday evening,
which was packed out to hear Frank Cousins, Stan Orme, M.P., liichael Foot,
M.P., Tom Driberg, M.P., and David Pitt., Numerous references were made
to the struggle for party democracy, and both Stan Orme 2nd Michael Foot
referred in detail to the Coates and Palmer cases, Both references were
greeted with enthusisstic applause, significantly joined by Frank Cousins
from the platform, Delegates began to feel that if a million votes were

to be stacked for democracy in the party, perhaps the cause would not be
lost,

Unfortunately, the votes were  never counted. Mr., Sunter got his way,
But it is fair to say that judging by the delegates' disquiet nbout these
cases, and the ferment caused, the platform will not continue to get its
way on such matters for very long.



SCOTTISH NOTES by Willie Thompson

Local Finance: The rating system in Scotlend is admitted 2enerally to be both
inequitable and confused. The freeze has introduced =nother elerient of farce

into the situation, putting all local treasurers, faced as they are with rocketing
costs and ever-mounting responsibilities, into an impossible dilemma. Trevious

to July 20th government policy was that council house rents should go up, and

to enforce this demand the threat was made that councils who refused to increase
them to what was considered a satisfactory level would be deprived of their
equalisation grant- the subsidy which covers the difference between the council's
income and its commmitments. ow, however, the call is for a frecze in council
rents, but councils who do so are still subject to the equalisation grant penalty.
The councils caught in this manner therefore have the choice of getting their
crant- by increasing rents, or complying with the government's appeal, losing

the grant and making up the difference by pushing up the rates. Fither way the
luckless citizens will have to dig deeper into their frozen pay packets.

In practice the tendency appenrs to be trwards solving this ludicrous situation
by the second alternative; the recent revaluation it has been calculated, will
jncrease income from rates by 18%. This too, it appears, has been condemned by
the brilliant planners at the Scottish Office. ) '

The Vighlands: The long survey of the Highlands and 7s8la.ids contained in the
issue of the "Tconomist" of 17-25 September was offensive and patronising in
the highest degree. Two quotations, which in no way misrepr esent the tone of
the article, may be cited: "Wiggins Teape's management must dread the idea of
having to act as nanny to a community.," "It was started.... to relieve the
unemployment of the natives. Often now there are too few natives left to do
the necessary work.,"

It is undepiable that the "ighlands present a serious problem to the British
economy, and that a relatively unproductive area, surviving by subsidies
represents a very unsatisfactory state of affairs. The "Teonomist"' however, is
unable to see beyond this, and ferociously attacks cvery aspect of Highland
life as econonmically unjustified. This is the only criterion allowed, no effort
beins made to atrike a balance between cost and s@cial desirability. When it
tries to indicate the roots of the problem its assessment is even worse. The
over-riding drawback and curse of the ighlands is the fact that so much of it
is preserved as a playsround for the aristocracy, in the shape of giwantic
hunting estates. The "Econonmist" does not ignore this completely- it would be
impossible to do so~ but it underplays it as far as poscible and presses the
entire responsinility onto the feckless, lazy ‘ighlanders, and sentimental,
muddled authorities. WMo mention whatever is mnde of the proposal by the crofters!
unions for state control of land in the Hishlands.

The writers of this survey disulay a zealous glee in emphasising the extent of
the problems, the analysis is almost entirely destructive, responsibility is
misplaced, such solutions as are proposed are entirely piecereal, and any hint
of understanding or sympathy for the *ighlanders' predicament is completely
absent,



WHAT HAPPENED TO STEEL? (from Briefing)

Party Chairman Walter Padley's lay preacher exhortations to the
newly opened Conference made no apology for reminding us about
socialism, In fact there was a great deal of reminding -~ pre-
sumably he thought it was necessary - but not much evidence of
progress,

Whilst Walter confirmed "All of us are impatient for the coming
of real soclalism", he made no mention of steel, nor of the
nationalisation of insurance which he used to advocate in the
union, UBDAW, of which he is a member.

"The over-riding theme is the crusade for human justice" we
were informed, What about justice for the steel-workers who
were promised by FEirene White, speuking on behalf of the NEC
at last year's Conference, that the Government would include
worker's particupation in its plan for the nationalisation of

steel. Or has the High Tory, Lord Melchett, been converted to
workers control?

And what about justice for the lower-paid workers? Labour
spokesmen can rely on an easy round of applause with this ploy.
But delegates should ask exactly how restraint by higher paid
workers is going to benefit those with lower incomes. Is the
money the Austin workers are no longer receiving being handed
over to the employees of Birminzham Corporation?

And who are the 'lower-paid workers'? They are largely the 5
million government and local authority employees, If the Govern-

ment thinks their wages are disgracefully low, then the remedy
is in its own hands., It can pay them more.

CONGRATULATIONS. (from Briefing)

Following the Frank Allaun/Philip Noel-Baker complaints about

the short time accorded to the foreign affairs debate, the
Arrangements Committee announced that Thursday's morning session
has been extended by half an hour, and that the Rhodesian problem
would be discussed on Friday morning.

We hope that sufficient time will remain for the impartant
Emergency Motion of Hornchurch CLP on the vital question of

South Africa's mandate over S.W.Africa, This appears at the end
of the printed agenda of composited resclutions,

CORRECTION

We have given the address of the secretary of the ' Gloucester branch
of the Centre For Socialist Education incorrectly. It should be:

John Ewers,
62, Frampton Rd.,
Gloucester,




BANKERR! CONTLHOL OR 'WORKSRS' CONTAOL ?

4t last year's conference a resolution calling for workers:
participation in the nationtlised steel industry was moyed by aSSET
and accepted by the NEC, This year the amalgamated Union of Foundry
Workers raises the issue again, . ’

The arrogant attitudc taken by sections of industrial manage-
ment is indicated by the current mass sackings at BMC., \Workers are
not inanimate objects without rights, to be hired and fired at the
whim of management.

Social democracy demands the extension of political democracy
to industrial democracy. 4 maturc democracy in which every men and
woman can develop their potentialities fully demands this condition.
The proposed appointment of Lord Melchett to be Chairman of
the new Steel Board is a major error which can still be reversed. A
progressive step would be to ensure the incorporation of forthright
provisions for a workers' share in management in thenew bill, This
sort of legislation has been successfully implemented in Yugoslavia,
Delegates may consider that it could be enacted in Britain too.

MANNY'S DEFsNCE POLILY.

In the course of an interesting speech on Defence cuts, Manny
Shinwell, Chairman of the Parliamentary Party, said:
"If the Germans want to fight the Russians and the Poles,
let them do the job themselves..,...I doubt very mich whether
our forces of the Rhine, in the event of aggression from Moscow -
and I sce no signs of ageression, now or in the future - I doubt
very much but that in the event they would be liquidated."

On Defence cuts in general, Mr, Shinwell said that the only way to do it
was to start at the top......
"There are too many generals, too many air marshalls, and too many
admirals. They are cluttering the decks..... "
He concluded: "I was once Minister of Defence and I have come to the con-
clusion that I was the only Minister of Defence capable of doing the job,"

Perhaps even now, he's not without some of the necessary qualifi-
cations for the job. He certainly has some right ideas.

WAS IT A BANKERS' RaMP ?

Yesterday we commented on Jim's denial in the economic debatc on Wed—
nesday that the Government had been forced to take the July 20th emergency
measures by foreign bankers. A hard-hitting article by the Quardian's
City editor William Davis yesterday critically examined thet view, When
he aws in Washington last week, Davis put the point to M. Paul Schweitzer,
managing director of the International Monetary Fund (whom he describes as
Britain's Bank Manager). His reply was that an under-taking by the British
Governemnt to take "additional steps" was certainly part of the agreement
reached. Davis concludes that although no formal strings were set out, it
was made quite clear that the Government would have to embark ona deflation-
ary policy. Was it a bankers' ramp? Delegates will make up their own

minds,



WHAT DID CONFERENCE SUPPORT?

Conference endorsed the NEC's statement on foreign policy by a majority
of ten to one. Speaking on television, George Brown claimed that this meant
Conference had given unqualified support to all the policies of the Government.

This is not true. The policy endorsed by Conference on Vietnam is in
advance of the Government's previous position. The job of the NEC -~ which is
responsible to Conference, not the Cabinet - is to press the Govermment to

adopt the views expressed by Conference.

Conference decided that the Government's intention to cut defence expenditurc
should be supported, but that the pace should be speeded up. The Party has new
accepted the target of less than £1,750 m. by 1970. This should be endorsed
by the Parliamentary Party and pressed upon the Government,

NEWSPAPER SCARE AGAIN

A nasty example of tendentious reporting was found in last night's
Evening News' account of the defeat of the N.E.C. when the Transport & General
Workers' Union gyetion calling for defence cuts was passed by Conference.

The report makes out that this might have been owing to an accident ~
the 4.E.U.'s Delegate having put the Wrong card in the ballot box by mistake,
in the absence of Sir William Carron.

The facts are that the 4.E.U, Delegation had a vote within the Conference
Hall - a pad being zassed round - and it was unanimously agreed to support
the T. & G. W. U.'s resolution, The one fact that the News have got right reg-
arding this particular incident is that Sir William was absent at the time.

‘ That is not to say that 768,000 votes may not have been wrongly cast,
in another direction, on other occasions.

Whepher the Evening News' scoop was intended to enhance the prospects
of the right wing candidates in the forthcoming elections is not clear.

Either way a nasty episode. Delegates will draw a moral.

BANK RaTE EXCESSES

The British bank rate has been raised sky high in an effort to increase
our reserves: The 'Financial Times' estimates that our benk rate excesses
have cost the U.K. something like 2,000 million dollars in overseas interest
payments during the past 10 years. This has been increased enormously by
Government borrowings from the I.M.F, ard central bankers,

Woulii Lie UK, financial position be improved if we could detach our-
sclves completely from our internatfonal banking activities?



WHY I RESIGNED by RICHARD PRYKE (from
Briefing)
Richard Pryke, a Cambridge economist, brought in by chief econ-
omist Thomas Balogh as one of Wilson's economic advisers, recently
resigned from this position when he found himself in complete
disagreement with government policy. In an article in the new
number of New Left Review, on sale at the Conference bookstall,
he spells out the reasons for his disagreement in a telling in=-
dictment of the economic policies followed by the government since
they came to power. His central criticism is that they failed
entirely to stand up to the City, and that most of their mistaken
decisions stem from this, Pryke concludes his article:

"At the end of July, after a run on the pound which
cost several hundred millions of pounds and a period
of disastrous government confusion, during which

it was stated that no deflationary measures were
necessary, Wilson announced the most severe stop-

g0 measures since the war. The government cal-
culated that the direct effect of this would be to
reduce domestic demand by £500 million. This was

a stop with a vengeance. Unemployment will rise;
production will stagnate or fall; the amount of idle
machinery will increase; and productive investment,
so necessary for the future, will dwindle. While
this tragic waste of resources takes place, the
balance of payments will improve temporarily as
imports fall away. Once again the economy is being
sacrificed on the altar of the pound sterling, but
this time it is a Labour high priest who is perform-
ing the ceremony."

Why did the government act as it did, in defiance of all economic
reason? The decision was in reality a political one: to maintain
the highest arms expenditure relative to national income in the
world, as part of a bargain in which military support for the United
States is exchanged for American support for the pound; to buy the
cooperation of the City; and to search for an 'economic solution!

in the greatest assault on the trade union movement in this century
by any government.

A MINER'S QUESTION (from Briefing)

Sid Ford, Miners' President made a forthright declaration against
work sharing in yesterday's debate.

But did he really know what the N,U.M. delegation was thinking?

Angry noises overheard form that quarter of the hall suggest
that miners were complaining no delegation meeting had been
held to discuss the issue......... Could that be true?




THE TWENTY FIVE YE R WAR (from Briefing)

The Vietnamese people have been fighting for independence for
more that twenty five years, first against the Japanese, then
against the French, now against the Americans. Their leader
throughout has been Ho Chi Minh, a communist whose position
has been likened to that of Marshal Tito.

Is this a Communist plot - or a civil war in which the great
powers have intervened?

In the Geneva Settlement of 1954 it was agreed that Vietnam was
ONE COUNTRY and that free elections should be held within a

yYear, President Eisenhower said that if these elections had been
held throughout the country Ho Chi Minh would have won,

Instead General Diem seized power in the South with U.S. assist-
ance and refused to allow elections to be held - the United States
then recognised his puppet government which in turn invited the
Americans to intervene,

The nearest parallel is the Russian re~-occupation of Hungary
after establishing a puppet government in opposition to that of
Imre Nagy.

The U.S. has not declared war on the North; its bombing is
illegal. Its intervention in the South conflicts with the
Geneva agreement. The use of napalm and fragment:ition bombs
is totally contrary to international and moral law.

All foreign powers should withdraw from Vietnam so that its
people can settle their own future in peace.

SHORT SHRIFT? (from Briefing)

4,000 Short's aircraft workers are faced with the loss of their jobs.,
550 are to go this month., And Short's is 69%% Labour Government
owned. There is no alternative work in Northern Ireland. Un-
employment averages 63%.

In a leaflet addressed to Conference delegates Short Workers
ask that the Conference and the Government honour pledges made
that the Short workers.will bevsecured in”employment, = °

"Safeguard Short's future and Northern Ireland's Future"
says the Short's leaflet. Delegates may wish to approve.

THi F.o/ 0N THT 303 (from Briefing)

Seven per cent of the nation?s population own 84% of the nation's

wealth, Those owning over 250,000 pounds hold 56% in industrial
equities which multiply fast; those with less that 71C,000 own

only 5% in equities, with 45/ of their assets in cash., So the
average capital appreciation of the wealthiest grour wis 114%

between 1950 and 1964, w ile the assets of the least rich grou:
a~rreciated only 48,




THW TWO FACES OF PARTY DISCIPLINE: (from Briefing)

Coates case suppressed? Coates case to be discussed?

Yesterday morning Conference Chairman Walter Padley gave an
assurance that the Nottingham case would be discussed later.
Delegate Fred Lindop, who went up to ask about the matter,

said before he reached the rostrum "I want to ask about the
question of expulsions and discipline.," "This matter", said
Walter Padley, an old ILP rebel who knows all about problems of.
discipline, '"can be raised another time."

Unfortunately, powerful forces are pressuring in the opnosite
direction, Miss Sara Barker, chief watchdog over disciplinary
matters, has written once aginn to Ken Coates to inform him
that the NEC wish to refuse him a hearing.

Who is right, conference Chairman, or Miss Barker? Very many
people are watching to see that justice is done is this matter,
As the New Statesman said last Friday, "When delegates applaud
bold declarations on the party's sense of justice and tradition
of tolerance, let Ken Coates' name be remembered....His case
will be raised at Brighton, Without supporting all his views,
delegates might well feel that there are grounds for reconsid-
eration.

GEORGE BROWN'S "FRAGILE PEACE" (from Briefing)

Those who had hopes of a change in labour's foreign policy when
George Brown took over from Michael Stewart have had their illusions
dispelled. In his first major statement on Vietnam over the week~
end, George brown spoke in the language of the U.S., State Depart-
ment,

His call for the North Vietnamese to abandon the guerilla war
in the South, totally ignores the facts as reported by impartial
American and European observers: namely that the war in the
South started spontaneously, and that the North did not send
troops until after the bombing of the North started. George
Brown's statement is in sharp contrast to that of Harold Wilson
at the May Day demonstration in Manchester in 1954.

"It was right to issue a warning to the Government

not to go any further in the subordination of British
policies to the United States... I believe at the moment
the danger to a negotiated settlement in Asia is pre-

vided by a lunatic fringe in the American Senate ..,
Asia, like other parts of the world, is in revolution,
and what we have to learn today is this country is

to march on the side of the peoples in that revolution
and not on the side of their opnressors.

This years Conference should make sure that we return
to Harold Wilson's old policies.




RANK AND FILE AGRICULTURAL WORKERS AGAINST INCCMES POLICY

This month's issue of Landworker, the journal of the National
Union of Agricultural Workers, has an editorial supporting the
Government's incomes policy. However in the letters' section
the following two letters put a different view:

"Your editorial in the September issue of the Land Worker seems
to suggest that as the gap between agricultural wages and other
wages is getting wider the only way to halt it is a wages freeze,
I would suggest that the only way is to follow the instructions
of the Biennial Conference and get on with the job.

We were told that the Rent Act would help the farm workers
considerably., Why then within five weeks of a case being heard
in the county court has a member in the North Riding of York-
shire been evicted from his tied house? I wonder how long we
are going to sit down and allow the so-called Labour Government
to interfere with Union privileges."

B. Waind,

Northallerton, Yorks.

"After reading in the August issue of the Land Worker, the
messages from top Labour Government ministers on the occasion

of the Union's Diamond Jubilee, I was most unfavourably struck
by the difference between these flowery protestations of support
for agricultural workers in their fight for better pay and con-
ditions and the treatment they receive. When we come to the
realities of the situation these politicians must have a poor
opinion of the intelligence. ol ldnd warkers,

Has the time come for trade unions in general and the NUAW in

particular to discontinue the support for the Labour Party which
they have hitherto shown?"

P. Norman,
Hurstpierpoint, Sussex,

-—~ IMPORTANT MESTING w=-—

Jointly sponsored by the Hull labour College and the Centre for
Socialist Education.

WORKERS AND THE WAGE FREEZE

On Sunday, October 16th, 1966;
At CARRON HOUSE, 78, Beverley Road, Hull.,

At 3 p,m. Admission 1/- Tea & Biscuits.
SPEAKERS : =
John Prescott, N.U.S.

Geoff Carlsson, Secretary of Shop Stewards' Defence Committee
in London.
T. Sinclair, T. & G.,W. (Fibres Division, ICI) Doncaster.



"NEW SOCIETY" SLAMS PART FOUR

The latest issue of New Society had this to say about the Govern-
ment's decision to bring in Part Four of the Prices and Incomes
Act:

"If the government has made up its mind about Tart Four, it is the
most retrograde step that they could ever take." The words were
Dan MacGarvey's, the left-wing leader of the Bollermakers' Union,
but they will be on many lips in the coming weeks, of the govenn-
ment's friends as well as its enemies,

The danger and tragedy of Tart Four of the Prices and Incomes Act
lies in the instruments of government it creates., The political
question - whether or not the current economic crisis justifies
the use of legal sanctions - is of passing significance. So too
are the arguments about the transitional provisions of the Act,
111 drafted as they are. It is a truism that a government,
every time it interferes with existing contracts in any sphere,
draws heavily on its credits of public confidence at home and
abroad, and must be satisfied that the risk is worthwhile., But
it is nonsense to say that the sanctity of contracts must always
be upheld,

More important, and of lasting significance, is the cumbersome
gystem of rrices and wages control that Fart Four introduces.

It is a system which cannot be justified by any acceptable arguments
of political expediency. Dan lMacGarvey dislikes it because of the
straitjacket 1t imposes on union bargaining; but equally important
are the breaches with the British tridition of constitutional
government,

It is absolutely wrong, for instance, that the rower to impose

a prices freeze at the level of 20 July 1966 should be exercisable
without any reference whatsoever to parliament. All other powers
under the Act are to be exercised "by order", which means that in
each case there must be a statutory instrument laid before parlia-
ment in the usual manner. In the single isolated case of a
retrospective prices standstill (one of the most controversial
measures ), the misister may proceed "by direction," which by~
passes parliament; the corresponding wages standstill must be
introduced "by order." This exclusion of parliament is WIoNng.

It is also absolutely wrong that the misister should be enabled,
in drafting his restrictive orders, "to include or exclude named
undertakings or named persons.”" The democratic tradition that
a government should proceed by laying down certain general rules
and allow its subjects to arrange their affairs within the
framework of those rules, is sound - it is, in part, what "the
rule of law" means., A government which descends to the level

of exchanging blows with named individuals and organisations,

as if it merely represented a sectional interest in society, is
pursuing a profoundly wrong CoUTSCesesesss"



THE REAL CAUSES OF INFLATION (1)

The following letter appeared in the Financial Times of 6th
October,

"Re rewards for industry and the letters appearing in your issue
of October 4, I am a shareholder in quite a large number of
companies, and although my holding in each tends to be on the
small side it does mean I receive each of their annual reports
of the directors.,

I therefore cannot help noticing that in most reports the
directors' fees, emoluments, etc., adding up to their total
remuneration increases year by year, irrespective of whether the
profits are up or down.

For instance, only this morning I received a report, where the
profit is down 20 per cent, but the directors' remuneration of
seven is up over £5,000 from the year ending 1965. I wrote

a few companies earlier this year asking for more detail, only
to be told (and they were within their rights) that they gave
all the information in their reports according to the law of the
landeseereccnces

G. A, HARTIEY,."
The real causes of inflation (2)

The Bank of England Quarterly Bulletin had this to say in its
September issue (pages 222 & 223).

"In the first quarter of 1966 the saving of companies, including
financial institutions, was negative (in other words, after paying
dividends, interest and taxes and deducting profits due abroad,
they had a deficit) for the first time since the severe winter
of 1963. Gross trading profits were lower than a year earlier,
while tax payments were greater, because of the higher rate of
income tax, which was mainly paid on the large profits earned

in 1964. But the chief cause of the deterioration in company
saving was the exceptionally high level of dividends: payments
were some £200 million more than a year ago because companies
brought them forward to take advantage of the transitional
arrangements in the Finance Act 1965.....c40.

The exceptionally large dividend payments by companies were the

main cause of a sharp rise in personal income in the first quarter:
although tax payments were heavy, disposable incomes were 43% higher
seasonally adjusted, than in the fourth quarter of 1965. Con-
sumers' expenditure, after seasonal adjustment, rose by rather

less than this (3%), and personal saving increased by some £110
million. Capital expenditure and eapital transfers also increased,
but the seasonally adjusted financial surplus was still some

£90 million larger than in the previous quarter.”



'REVCELY RATISES ITS VOICE AGAIN by Geoff Corfan

Six vears efter its demise, Rebel is again published as the
cuthentic voice of the ILabour rty Young Socialists. Hith
the edvent of Tocus, the unbelievably insipid paper which
Transport House hcs foisted on its lorng cuffering youth move-
nent, the regular publication of such a paper written for youth
and by youth is an absolute necessity if the Young GSocialists
are to attract the attention of the politically conscious -

or, for that matter, the politically curious.

It 1s the latter who are in danger of beinr weaned away into
the Young iilerals, where they will be able to pursue the right
nolicies in the wrons organisation, and where they will be
suifered for Jjust so long as their influence is neglipible -
odmittedly a lony, term prospect in the Liberal Darty. Rebel
should convince Ghem that the fipht is still very much alive
within the l.abour IFarty.

low that we huve entered the phase when socialism itself is
openly proscribed by Yransport llouse (for that is what the
expulsion of I'en Coates and the disciplining of John Palmer and
others reclly cwoount to), it is obvious that the Youngz Soclialists
will be under constant nressure. Unlilze the abstentions of the
traditional left snolesmen, their activities are likely to be
high on the list of luxuries which Sere Toarker cannot aiford.

That Rebel will speak out fearlessly for socialism isg self-
evident by its first issue: that it will support others who are
under attacl goes without saying. Whether or not it, in turn,
will be supported depends upon the extent to which the left has
learnt that it cannot afiord to be picked off one by one. The
new, tough Wilson line should have made it clear to ail that
Sara Rarker haes a list as lons as Lo-Fo's in 'The llikaco'. ]
As with Ko=-ko's list, "there will none of them be missed’. It
is simply & matter of priorities, in which the purge will event-
vally seep down into the corridors of Westminster.

“righton indiceted that the lesson was being swiftly, 1f belatedlw
lecrnt i many quarters; ond one hopes that Rebel has errived et
the rirht moment “o be assured of the sunnort which it deserves
and which it wii’ #most certainl~ need.

ST

AnDEL ¢ monthly, price 6d. Crcders and enquiries to Mike Petrou,
Tusiness inarer, 20, Thurlow Ilurk Road, London, Silecl.

AUCUS ¢ monthly, nrice 4d. Uransport House. Stroncly recomnmened
as a journal of recruitvuent to the Iiteral Feruy.



EICHMANN AND WVERYMAN : THE MORAL CHALLENGE OF VIETNAM Ralph Schnenman

"He who witnesses a crime in silence, commits it", wrote Jose Marti,
the Cuban revolutionary leader in the struggle against Spain. "We,"
said Bichmann, "only provided the lorries'. These two men, both in
“their lives and in their words, man the barricades of a moral divide.
It does not matter whose is the authority or the State power concern-
ed. The authors of particular injustice or the identity of those hyp-
notised and helpless before horror do not affect the iswue: there are
not two sides in this matter. There is only one. There is no neutra-
lity or "non-alignment" between Farti and Eichmann, there are only
those who move from passivity, in the face of horror, to resistance,
and those who shrink from resistance, no matter what camouflage they
contrive to disguise this from themselves and from the world.

Which struggle, then, historically, can equal that of the Vietnamese
peasantry in our time, and which opvressor has enjoyed such power in
relation to his victim as that cultivated and boasted of by the rulers
of the United States? Vietnam is a poor country. A peasant there can
expect to live for less than thirty years. They have known death very
intimately. They have known war for three generations. They know
their powerful enemies as only those who must live within the reach
of reowle Pathologically determined to do ureat injury know their ene-
mies. They are aware that the absentee landlords who have served the
Japanese, the French and now the American may be inconstant in their
choice of foreign master, but never, under any circumstances, alter
their rapacious extortion of rent, usury and endless labour from the
mass of people, who groan under the weight of their rule.

This is the Vietnam that people who live in the belly of that beast
which is Western capitalism know, at be=t, in an abstract way. VWho,

in our midst, understand intimately what gives the strength to i111it-
erate and emaciated peasants in Vietnam to hold out against that mili-
tary colossus, which is United Ctates imrerialism today? These Viet-
namese peasants receive half the calories (1,700) consumed on the aver-
age in Yestern Turope ond North America. There is not one large indu-
stry in Vietnam, such as can be found in any of the dreary merchant
tovms of the canitalist West.

But truly everyone in the West is aware of this. Who can say that he
is unaware that Vietnam is a poor country, desrverately 'oor? Who can
say that he is unfamiliar with the torture and mutilation of Vietnamese
captured by the United States forces and the Saigon Government, for the
pictures de~icting these incredible scenes have filled our newspapers,
our television screens and our newsreels? Vho, now, does not know that
a small peovle, without an air force, has endured bombing for nearly
two years, with tonnages in excoss of those used during the Second
World War and the Korean War, for the United States Government boasts
of its kill ratio and the rerformance of its air force freaquently and
loudly. Three million pounds of hombs daily fall in North Vietnam,
according to Robert licNamara. The weapons include napalm, which burns
unremittingly, causing the victims to turn into a bubbling mass. Na-
palm's purpose is not only to inflict agonising death on the victims,
but to cause terror in the observers, who find it impossible to extin-
guish the torch-lit Vietnamese neasants. WNeither dirt nor water will



stop napalm.

Chemicals and gas have been used, with the full approval of the United
States Department of Defence, since 1961 and 1962, resrectively. Gas,
said Robert McNamara, is a basic weapon of the U.S. forces in Vietnam.
The United States army has issued a field manual, which states:

"The United States is not a party to any treaty in force
that prohibits or restricts the usein warfare of toxic
or non-toxic gases, of smoke or incendiary materials,

or of bacteriological warfare."

i#ashington officials stated:

"Arsenic and cyanide comnounds are being used in the
southern part of Vietnam, but not yet in the North."

I have boen to North Vietnam, and travelled in five provinces. I have
scen personally the victims of lazy dog fragmentation bombs - those cyl-
inders containing slivers of razor-sharp steel, causing 211 in their
rath to be sliced, as a machete slices cane. I have seen the victims

of chemical agents and nerve gases, which cause convulsions, paralysis,
blindness and perforation of the lungs. I have snoken at length to
veople who endured the forced labour camns of the South which, accord-
ing to Time magazine and the London Observer, held eight million pea-
sants - fifty-nine ver cent. of the rural population.

It iz imvortant to note that more Vietnamese died between 1954 and 1959
than since 1960, the date when the Mational Liberation Front began arm-
ed struggle in the South. This is an incredible fact, for desmnite the
vast and unrelenting bombardment of the North znd the horror perpetrat-
ed by American forces in the South, more died during the so-called
"years of peace", at the hands of merica's puppets in Suigon and their
American advisors, than during full-scale armed conflict.

Vhat, then, do we do? The people of Vietnam are conducting alone a nate-
ional struggle for survival, breathtaking in its daring and daily her-
oism. What can we do which can really heln them in their struggle?

vhet ought we to be doing, in ~rder to strurgle with toem in a manner
worthy of their sacrifice and on a par with their human commitment? I
rose this gquestion seriously and concretely.

The United States controls sixty per cent. of the world's resources,
while containing only six rer cent. of the world's vonulation. The Uni-
tated States maintains over 3,600 military bases to protect this empire
against the revolution sweening the victims of American canitalism.

That capitalism transmuted now into an imperialist system is prepared to
use any means to crush those who rise up on behalf of decency and the
vost elementary necessities of life. I believe the most telling and
serious help to be provided the people of Vietnam is to omnen as many
fronts:against American iirerinlism as nossible, ‘YWherever conditions
favour struggle, strugrle should be undertalen, and ascisted by those
who are in a position to do so. Whether in Peru or Tiailand; whether

in Southern Africa or in Western Turone, struggle against American imp-
erialism is the most.concrete and sericus form of solidarity possible.



The Vietnamese are carrying the whole burden for the couse cof ovp-
ressed peoples in the world. A real revolutionary international would
waste no time in omening up new fronts. The true resistance in the spi-
rit of Marti would lose no time in blowing up the nipelines in Iraq or
the locks of the Panama Canal, or whatever strategic installation of
American imverialism afforded itself as a target to those conscious of
their duty to the Vietnamese and to the victims of oppression everywhere,

In Western Lurope and in North America, the working class is being ask-
ed to finance the military anmaratus and tho corvorate means of exploi-
tation and oppression in the theatre of revolutionary struggle today -
Asia, Africa and Latin America.

We, then, who conceive our res»onsibility wlthout mistiness or ration-
alisation, must enter consciously into »olitical and revolutionary
struggle in the West, Wherever workers are exnloited or made to exper-
ience hardship, it is our task to nose the relstion between their suf-
fering and the ovpression waged by Vestern capitalism in Vietnam.

This is the true setting for thc international War Crimes Tribunal which
has been proposed by Bertrand Russell and which is under full and urgent
preparation., This Tribunal commands no State power and cannot compel
the accused to give evidence or to submit to the findings of its members.
This, however, is not a disadvantage, for if this intermational var
Crimes Tribunal is to play the hiitorical role available to it, it will
serve in a true sense as a revolutionary Tribunal of justice, voicing
the powerless but morally strong feelings and convictions of those who
know what oppression is in the world. I believe that this VWar Crimes
Tribunal can set new standards, dervarting from the tired precedents of
Nuremberg and other attemnrts at legal nrecepts which, in reality, con-
form to th- real-politik of the State powers providing them,

The war in Vietnam - that incredible war of aggression - has historical
and sociclogical roots which must be dug out, examined and put on dis-
play. The Tribunal's authority will derive from the eminence of their
procedures and the thoroughness with which they prepare and present the
full evidence of what the United States has done to the people of Viet-
nam, All mass organisations who claim they are in solidarity with the
people of Vietnam, who profess to value the absence of war and a peace
worthy of the name, will be tested by their response to this Tribunal.
I beliewe that the truth about Vietnam, when as<essed by a body of emi-
nent and qualified peonle and exhaustively set out, will afford all en-
gaged in serious struggle with basic toocls for the tasic before us. The
Vietnamese revolution is a cry from the depths. It arnreals *to us to
see in it our own future, and it warns us of our own fate if we fail,

Ralvh Schoenman
4 October, 1966.



AULDRE S2FENON  from a special correspondent

Lndre "reton, the foremost exponent of surrealism, has died in

ltris at the are of seventy. “reatly influenced by SHignund

Jreud in 1921, he hecane a pran;aalst of psychoanaly81s and

the imnlications of its discoveries to the world of art. In

1078, when socialist art was Teing distorted by the bureaucratic

insistence on idealisction of the prescnt, erton was in iexico

vith Trotsly and Die;o Rivera, with whom he collaborated in the

issuing of o muq1¢05uo dCVObCQ to the independence of art witvthin

a socialist societ cn¢ the relationship of art to social reali Ve
Mirouphout his life indre “retvon never ceased to use his nane

influence on ehali of the victins of nolitical persecution,

his last OU‘7IC act was to Join in denouncing the court

ial of the leruvian peasant leader, Hu-o >lanco.
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WELGORIBIE T VW YO 1LTUE Tu JrTINT o 0t VIPRNAM VAR O PCSITNICN

irom @n _aerican correspondent

On iuptember 29th the Socialist VWorlkers Ie rtJ national head-
querters in Vew York was set alight by richt wing terrorists
who threw four liolotov coclktails throurh the windows of the
vullding. Cther petrol bombs were thrown at the windows of
the adjoining oflices of The NMilitant wut failed to penetrate.

The roid was similar in character to the wreclkin; of the Tew

Vor‘ Comirunist iurtv headquarters on Jebte*wer “tl ond. the
earlier abivaclie on the Dullois Club offices LH San Wfancisco

aad the erleler headquarters of the Vievnam Doy Comndittel.

It is slso only last Iay thet the Socialist Workers Party head-
cuarters in letroit was the scene of the assassination of a
party member, Leo Dernavd, and the vounding of two others.

cudy Yhite, wio is the SWP candidate for ¢overnor of lew York,
was interviewcd on television. ”“ouulbly & sinple riwht—wing
or fascist orcanisation is resnonsible for all these outrares,
she sald. "The violcnt veans are evidentlv weant to intimidate
orgpanisations and 1161v1<ug¢k vnat oprose the war in Vietnam.
It is part of the pgeneral climate of violence in the United
States which is being siven contirual impetus by the Johnson
cdrinistration's escalation of the war. “ut we intend to
continue our onrosition Lo lmerican intervention in the war in
Vietnam, Ve will coaulﬁue to demand the inediate withdrawal
0i American troopns.
Jucy White ended lier presc conference with cn unneal vo o1l
op onents of the war in Vietnain o close ranks end to rally
round with e:pve551ons ol solidarity amainst the pattern of
violence aimed at stifling opposition to Johnson's drive
towards war with China,. Since the fire ra 10, prany such
nessases of solicdarity have becn soreamings in.



